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Formosa Foundation Backs Taiwan President’s Decision
to Abolish National Unification Council

LOS ANGELES — Formosa Foundation Executive Director Terri Giles today issued a
statement in response to Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian’s action eliminating the
National Unification Council.

Background

The National Unification Council was established in 1990 under the KMT in an attempt
to convince the Chinese authorities that Taiwan was committed to reunification.
However, current opinion polls show that only about 15 percent of the Taiwanese people
favor unification.

Chen pledged in his May 2000 inauguration speech not to dissolve the council provided
China renounced military force against Taiwan and maintained the status quo. Over the
past few years China has dramatically undermined the basic premises of the status quo by
deploying more than 700 missiles aimed at Taiwan and in 2005 passing the Anti-
Secession Law authorizing war if China considers violence a necessary means to achieve
unification with the self-governed island.

Statement of Terri Giles

President Chen’s recent action is merely abolishing a government entity that in reality
only existed on paper. The existence of the National Unification Council and unification
guidelines created the impression that the Taiwan government was predisposed to
unification. President Chen’s decision has given the choice back to the people.

While Taiwan has evolved its democracy and the rule of law, China has chosen the path
of suppression and threats of violence and has acted unilaterally to upset the status-quo.
While the United States continues to praise Taiwan’s democracy, we must also
acknowledge that democracies do not exist under communist rule and need the support of
the United States and the international community to flourish.

The Formosa Foundation (http://www.formosafoundation.org/) is a Los Angeles-based non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting greater understanding of the relationship between Taiwan and
the United States, and preserving and enhancing democracy, human rights and freedom for the people
of Taiwan.
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